DOMESTIC MISSIONS 


OF THE 


qrotestant Cpiscapal ¢ Church, 


FEBRUARY, 1861. 


THE PROSPECTS OF THE YEAR. 


We feel that we are entering upon a year which, while it will in all 
human probability, be most eventful—promises also, for many reasons, to 
be most embarrassing to the missionary operations of the Church. 

The Domestic Committee have lately issued to the bishops, clergy, 
and laity of the Church, under whose authority they act, a clear state- 
ment of their present condition, their prospects, and liabilities, and an 
earnest appeal to their brethren to sustain ,them in the responsibilities 
the Church has made it their duty to assume, for the current year. 

Trusting in God, and relying upon the missionary spirit which should 
always distinguish the Church of Christ, they have made the appro- 
priations for distribution in the missionary field, committed to their care, 
equal to those of the past year. Prudently, they could do no more, 
although the most urgent appeals for increased appropriations came to 
them from many portions of their extensive field; conscientiously, they 
could do no less—for, surely, this is not a time for relaxed efforts, or a 
backward movement in our missionary work. Surely now, if ever the 
blessed influence of the gospel of peace is needed, through the length 
and breadth of our land, to calm the fierce excitement and agitation 
which pervade the public mind, to bind the brethren of a common coun- 
try in the unity of a common faith. 

They feel that they are presenting claims which cannot but be heeded 
by Christian men, for, from the borders and spiritual waste places of 
our land, there comes to them and to the Church of Christ the cry of 
perishing souls, famishing for that “ bread of life” which we have “ freely 
received,” and which Christ himself has enjoined us to “ freely give.” 

il 


34 Encouragement—Death of Bishop Cobbs. 


In this work, then, we must feel that our duty is limited only by our 
ability to perform it; although many may find themselves unable to 
contribute to the cause as largely as they have done in former years— 
yet, surely, all can do something. 

We hope to see a missionary spirit aroused in the Church this year 
which will reach and influence the great body of its members. Hitherto 
the burden of carrying on the work has rested upon comparatively few. 
During the past year less than one half of the parishes within our com- 
muniun have contributed anything to the support of missions; though 
many of these are struggling for their own support, yet some of the 
most feeble have shown their interest in the work by their willing offer- 
ings. Will not the others do what they can for the extension of the 
kingdom of Christ ? 


ENCOURAGEMENT. 


Ws received, a few days since, a letter from one who has long been a 
firm friend and liberal supporter of the Missions of our domestic field, 
enclosing one hundred dollars as his semi-annual contribution for the 
current year; informing us that, in view of the present emergency in 
our Missionary operations, arising from the general financial embarrass- 
ment, and other causes, he would make his contribution for the present 
year, double that of the past. How many will follow this noble example ? 

We are assured that there are in the Church, throughout the land, 
many friends of the cause of Missions, blessed by God with abundant 
means, who are prepared in this emergency to do likewise, rather than 
suffer the work to languish for want of their support. 

With the blessing of the great Head of the Church, the work of Do- 
mestic Missions, while such earnest-minded men supply its needs and 
follow it with their prayers, can be carried forward with energy and suc- 
cess. 


DEATH OF BISHOP COBBS. 

Ir is with feelings of the deepest sorrow that we announce the death 
of the estimable and devoted Bishop of Alabama. 

After an illness of several weeks, he has “‘ entered into his rest,” leav- 
ing a vacancy in his diocese and in the Church which it fills our hearts 
with sadness to contemplate. We can only trust in God that he who in 
His Providence may be called to fill the vacant place, will be blessed with 

* equal zeal and wisdom to carry on with energy the work so faithfully 
begun. 


Maine—New-Hampshire—Delaware. 


MAINE. 


Lewiston—Rev. N. F. Ludlum. 


Tur Church is making gradual prog- 
ress here. The place is rapidly grow- 
ing. When the new mill, one of the 
largest cotton-mills in New England, 
which has just been completed, is running, 
a large number will be added to our pop- 
ulation of 7,000; it is estimated that with 
the 1,000 hands required to run the mill, 
another 1,000 will also come into the 
place. We are also closely connected by 
a bridge with Auburn, a place of 4,000 
inhabitants, in which there are a few 
church families. In a place where there 
are a great many denominations, which 
on yarious accounts are more congenial to 
the public sentiment than the Church, the 
Church, which is a new thing here, must 
necessarily make slow progress; still, I 
think we are gaining a position of in- 
fluence and good standing in the com- 
munity. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


Nashua—Rev. W. 8S. Perry. 


Durtine the past year the missionary at 
Nashua has held, on a number of Sundays, 
a third service in the neighbouring town 
of Hudson, where on each occasion of his 
officiating, a large congregation of atten- 
tive worshippers has been gathered. He 
has also, haying first provided for the 
supply of his own parish, held two ser- 
vices in connection with the new move- 
ment for establishing the Church at 
Sanbornton Bridge, about eighteen miles 
from Concord; and he contemplates the 
present month visiting, for the purpose of 
holding service, the town of Wentworth, 
still farther to the north, where the 
Church has never been introduced. 

In his own parish, there has been de- 
cided progress. Did the pecuniary ability 
of the rapidly increasing congregation 
permit the immediate erection ofa church, 
St. Luke’s would require the fostering 
care of the Board but a little longer. 


— — 0+ @-— 


DELAWARE. 


Seaford—Rev. J. L. Gay. 


The condition of my field of labour is 
not essentially different from what it was 
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when I came to it ten monthsago, Here, 
at Seaford, the congregation, or rather, I 
should say, the general attendance is 
larger, and the music and the responses 
are much better, and IJ have been en- 
couraged to believe that there is more of 
serious attention to the messages of the 
gospel. During the summer, four have 
been added to the communion, but I am 
sorry to report, that financially and pe- 
cuniarily we are not so strong as we were 
when! came here. A destructive fire was 
the moving cause of our losing one young 
and interesting family, while an untortu- 
nate speculation has broken up, and will 
drive away another, that we can illy 
spare, and the drought of the past sum- 
mer, following a similar yisitation of the 
summer before, and a partial failure of 
the wheat, and a total failure of the peach- 
crop, have greatly depressed all the farm- 
ers of this region. 

At Little Hill, and at the old Christ 
Church, Broad Creek, and at St. Mark’s, 
Little Creek Hundred, things remain, 
pretty much as they were—our regular 
congregations, small, but steady, and 
rather on the increase. At the fixst of 
these, there has been, during the whole. 
year, a good degree of religious sensibil- 
ity. Scarcely a service, but some eyes 
in the congregation haye been moistened, 
while at several every one might be seen 
weeping. At the old Church, Broad 
creck, we have fallen upon the plan of 
diving it a whole day’s service, now and 
then, when with the Bishop, or some neigh- 
boring clergyman, to assist me, and after: 
notices and inyitations given outin all 
directions, we generally succeed in bring- 
ing up the people prepared to spend the 
whole day upon the ground. In this way 
we have gotten as many as 300, 500, and, 
on one occasion, as was thought, as many 
as 600 people present. In this way, too, 
we gather a congregation in this old and 
venerable church, and keep up consider- 
able interest. We have had three, and on 
Sunday next, when our Bishop is expected ,. 
we will hold another convocation of this 
sort, and the last of the season, when we 
hope to present a small class for confirma- 
tion. Thus our old wastes begin to be 
built up again, or at least be cared for. 

At our chapel, in Laurel, built as a 
chapel of ease to the old church, of which 
we have just been speaking, we continue 
to have, on every alternate Sunday after- 
noon, good. congregations, This is one of 
the steadiest, most uniform, and most. reli- 
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able congregations that we have, and yet, 
strange to say, it is made up, in good part, 
by our Methodist friends, who come with 
their prayer-books, and who help us to 
sustain the services in astyle of devotional 
earnestness and fervor that might well put 
to blush many of our city congregations ; 
and nowhere have we greater liberty or 
comfort in preaching the everlasting gos- 
pel than in this same little chapel, which is 
almost sure to be filled with this interest- 
ing people. Avoid their hours of service, 
treat them with respect and affection, and 
they will reward you by filling the church 
with a devout and attentive auditory. 
Nor need we keep back much that a dis- 
ereet preacher would wish to bring before 
any congregation in the land. 

Nowhere else,in my charge, have I 
preached so many Church sermons as 
here. I remember that I have given two 
or three on confirmation, one on our mode 
of joining the Church, and making a pro- 
fession of religion, while the training sys- 
tem of the Church, and its freedom from 
extravagance and excitement, together 
‘with the true Scriptural idea of conyer- 
sion have not been unnoticed. 

Enclosed, I send a statement of the 
amounts collected for Domestic Missions. 
They are small—far below what they 
should have been, but I had determined 
that every one of my churches and chap- 
els should have an opportunity of con- 
tributing to this most deserving caus 
The result you see. Next year, if we are 
spared, we shall remember the cause of 
Foreign Missions. 

On the whole, we have to say, that 
‘could we be better supported, and could 
we get about with more facility through 
these deep sands, we haye much to en- 
courage and cheer us. To God’s holy 
name be the praise for whatever of com- 
fort and hope we haye, while we pray for 
patience manfully to fulfil our appointed 
‘task. 


——_——$_o+ 9 


GEORGIA. 


Rome—Rev. W. H. Clarke. 

AxtHoucH nothing of striking import- 
sance has occurred within the bounds of 
my mission during the last six months, I 
am persuaded that the Church is steadily 
exerting a more controlling influence in 
society. Her calm and unobtrusive main- 
tenance of the faith once delivered to the 
:saints, is indirectly moulding the eharac- 
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ters of many, who little suspect her work- 
ing, and who would hardly associate with 
her power and presence their own im- 
proved perceptions of truth and duty. 

I rejoice to find in my immediate charge, 
a growing regard for the interests of re- 
ligion, notwithstanding the political ex- 
citement which almost entirely occupies 
the mind and heart of our people. Under 
the guidance of the Church, heeding her 
counsels and imbibing her spirit, they 
are learning to await in quietness and in 
confidence the issue of our civil troubles. 

I have now eight or ten candidates 
ready for confirmation. The imtended 
visit of the Bishop last summer was put 
off a few weeks at my request, and up to 
this time he has been unable to come 
among us. 

Seven persons haye been admitted to 
the Holy Communion. I have baptised 
three adults and ezght children, and attend- 
ed five funerals. Once the burial-seryice 
was performed in a Methodist church, at 
Van Wert, twenty-five miles from Rome 
in the presence of a large and very atten- 
tive congregation, composed almost en- 
tirely of strangers fo our services. I have 
since learned that a favourable impres- 
sion was made in several cases, and that 
a few influential persons in that vicinity 
would gladly welcome the regular ser- 
vices of a missionary. The only Episco- 
palians near there are two ladies, one of 
whom wrote some weeks since to my wife : 
“Please say to Mr. Clark that my sister 
and I are very desirous of having church 
service in our vicinity regularly, and we 
will do all we can towards supporting 
a Missionary, and think we can procure 
assistance from a few others. Cannot 
Mr. C. make arrangements for next year 
to give -us a Sabbath, monthly ? He will 
be more certain of getting a congregation 
then than on a week day; and TI trust, 
through the mercy of God, it will be the 
means of effecting good in the country, as 
I feel it will be a comfort and assistance 
to ug to enjoy the dear privilege of at- 
tending service.” 


FLORIDA. 


— 


Fernandina—Rev. O. P. Thackara. 


Since my report in July last, I have 
made two long and extended missionary 
journeys into the interior of eastern 
Florida. 


Alabama—Mississippi. 
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_In these visitations I looked up, and 
visited most, if not all, of the church 
families scattered over a large extent of 
country. Some of these families, previous 
to my visit, had not joined in the services 
of the Church for years. With the ap- 
probation of my Bishop, I organized a 
plan for the maintaining of services in 
four new points, viz.: at Houston, in 
Sewaunee co.; at Gainesville, in Alachua 
co.; and at Orange Lake and Ocala, in 
Marion co. 

The Rey. Mr. Capen, late of the diocese 
of Western New York, has been appointed 
to assist in this new mission, and has just 
entered upon his duties. 

I have good hopes that churches will 
be put up and finished at each of these 
points before next summer. 

At Houston and Gainesville they will 
commence building in a few weeks. 

The services in Fernandina are con- 
tinued as usual, and the congregation con- 
tinues to increase. In the mornings our 
little church is well filled. 


a Oe 


ALABAMA. 


Tuskegee—Rev. W. M. Bartley. 


IT eNTERED upon my duties here on the 
18th of June, 1860, Have preached here 
on the first and third Sundays of every 
month except June and July, being absent 
on account of the sickness and death of 
my father, as you have known. At first 
I preached in the court-house; since 
March we have hired a hall. This being 
up-stairs, and used often as a temporary 
theatre, dancing academy, and ball-room, 
has of course worked against us. Since 
my last report, we have organized a Sun- 
day school, which now has five teachers and 
twenty scholars. We have also purchased 
$10 worth of Sunday school books. Al- 
though Tuskegee is a place of about 3000 
to 4000 inhabitants, we have but little 
reason to hope much of the Church at 
present. The pepniation is made up of 
those whose religious opinions are fixed, 
most having removed here to educate 
their children in the Baptist and Metho- 
dist colleges (female). None of our com- 
municants, save one can be considered a 
permanentresident. There are also other 
circumstances which could only be appre- 
ciated by being on the ground that have 
thus far seriously hindered any viszble 
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progress. I have endeavoured faithfully 
to perform my duty, and to encourage 
others, and hope in due time to reap the 
fruits of conscientious labour. 

Tatiassrr.—Here are a few devoted 
Church people. I have preached every 
second and fourth Sunday since January 
29, 1860, June and July excepted. This 
is a manufacturing place of some 400 to 
500 inhabitants, most of whom are opera- 
tives, and a very difficult class of people 
to get at. Many of them are members of 
the Methodist and Baptist communion, 
and many more have been so often “ con- 
verted,” that they are the more indifferent 
to religion. We hope to reach the parent 
through the children, some of whom at- 
tend our Sunday school. Your missionary 
here receives from those interested in our 
services $300 per year, pazd promptly, 
monthly. This comes through the liber- 
ality of one who yoluntarily assumes the 
responsibility of raising the $300, and 
who pays by far the large portion of it 
himself. May God abundantly reward 
him. The congregation here seems to be 
on the increase, and I hope soon to draw 
to our services some of the “ factory 
people,’ who now seem to prefer other 
modes of worship. I am also much en- 
couraged about the Sunday school. If we 
can only persuade a few “factory chil- 
dren” to remain with us long enough to 
learn something of the Church, I haye 
great hope for the future. 


<0 


MISSISSIPPI. 


Holmes Co.—Rev. B. Halsted. 


Durine the last half of the year, the 
condition of this parish has been much 
more encouraging than at any previous 
time. Through the summer and autumn, 
the attendance on public worship was 
considerably increased, and at the recent 
visitation of our beloved Bishop, on the 
6th inst., one adult was baptized, and six 
received the laying on of hands in the rite 
of confirmation. One candidate was pre- 
vented from attending by bad health and 
distance from the church. Of these six 
(four of whom are males), not one was. 
brought up in the church. On previous 
occasions during the last quarter, three 
adults and four children have been bap- 
tized. 

After being relieved of duty at Carrol- 
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ton, by the appointment of the Rev. Dr. 
Adams to that place, I visited a ‘few 
church people residing on the Yazoo 
river, in Carrol and Sunflower counties. 
At their earnest request, I made an ap- 
pointment for services there on the third 
Sunday in October, when I officiated to a 
highly respectable and attentive congre- 
gation. I have held services there once a 
month ever since, and shall, D. V., con- 
tinue to do so. This is a region which 
has hitherto been almost entirely destitute 
of religious services; but there is now a 
good prospect of planting the Church 
there. A parish will probably be organ- 
ized at my next appointment, and we hope 
to have a church edifice erected during 
the year. 

During his next visitation, the Bishop 
spent several days in this neighborhood 
visiting eyery family, and on Sunday the 
9th inst. delivering a most admirable ad. 
dress, setting forth clearly and fully the 
distinctive principles and usages of the 
Church. This was listened to with re- 
spectful attention, and we were assured 
produced a happy impression in fayor of 
the Church. 


LOUISIANA. 


St. Mary, West Feliciana—Rev. N. 
L. Garfield. 


THERE is little of interest to report, in 
regard to this station. Regular services 
are held on every Sunday, and also on 
the chief festivals. The congregation is 
attentive, and a few additions have been 
made to the number of communicants. 
But we now feel most sensibly the eyil 
resulting from the many divisions among 
those professing to follow Christ. In this 
neighbourhood the population is sparse, 
and owing to the occupation of the people, 
must necessarily continue so, and yet here 
are Roman Catholics, Baptists, Metho- 
dists, and Presbyterians, and these again 
divided and sub-divided into the different 
phases of those faiths. Could all unite— 
were there no divisions—no schism in the 
body of Christ—we should have a suf 
ficiently large congregation, and no need 
of missionary aid. Though there are 
three places for holding public worship, 
in a range of six miles, independent of 
our church, ours alone is open on every 
Lord’s day, and on this account, there are 
usually attendant on our services, some 
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from these different organizations, and. in 
time, with God’s blessing, they may be 
brought to acknowledge the faith once 
delivered to the saints. 


—_—_ #2 


TEXAS. 


Cameron and Bolton—Rev. 
Rucker. 


Tiel ee 


Ir would perhaps be premature in me 
to venture on giving an extended view of the 
field of my missionary labours at present, 
except the general statement, that it is 
not only a new country, but my mission 
is emphatically a new field of labour for 
the Church. The services of the Church 
were unknown, except to two or three 
families, till your missionary held services 
in Cameron, and the Bishop of our diocese 
in Bolton, last April. I had been offici- 
ating statedly on every Lord’s day, at two 
or three other places in the country be- 
sides Cameron and Bolton, for more than 
a year previous to my appointment, with- 
out pecuniary aid from any source—among 
a people to whom the services of the 
Church appeared altogether novel and 
strange—labouring among them under the 
greatest disadvantages—without prayer- 
books or tracts for distribution—with no 
other means of reaching them but the 
public services on Sundays. I have still 
reason to “thank God and take courage,” 
at the success that has attended my hum- 
ble ministrations among this backwoods 
people, five of whom (included in the above 
report) have been confirmed. A country 
parish has been organized—one of the 
five contirmed—is now officiating as lay 
reader, and will apply soon to be admit- 
ted as a candidate for holy orders, and the 
prospect is favourable for quite a number 
of additions during the coming year. 


Jefferson and Marshall—Rev. FE. A. 
Wagner. 


My residence being at Marshall, I have 
given regular services on all the holydays, 
and on Wednesday and Friday afternoons 
during the season of Lent, and the sum- 
mer and fall months. They have been 
discontinued only during the excessive 
cold and rainy season. My report in July 
gave the fullest account I could of the 
nature of the field. Since then the pecu- 
liar character of our people, under the 
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excitement of the great crisis through 
which the country has passed, has hin- 
dered the progress of the Church and fet- 
tered the missionary operations, the minds 
of all being so occupied with the affairs 
of the State as to leave little timeyfor 
- higher duties. In addition, we have suf- 
fered from the greatest drought ever 
known, and the failure of the entire crop. 
Money, therefore, has not been obtainable 
to enlarge: our operations, and the cry of 
want was so great that even a demand for 
the necessary current expenses of the 
church and its minister has so far failed 
to obtain a response. 

I can only add that my prayers and my 
labours are, with those of my brethren 
throughout the Union, that God’s Church 
may safely ride the storm which, now 
raging in the world, threatens to attack 
it also with its violence. 

My services at this place have chiefly 
been the regular services on the first and 
third Sundays of each month, and such 
other occasional visits as have been prac- 
ticable. With corn often to be obtained 
only at the price of two dollars and fifty 
cents per bushel, no grass in the fields, 
and often no provision at all to be had at 
any price, I have found it impossible to 
_ obtain the necessary means of transport 
from place to place, and, therefore, have 
been compelled to confine my visits to my 
regular appointments, and in the country 
around, to those cases which demanded 
my immediate professional attention. We 
hope for better days, and though all that 
Ihave said in reference to Marshall is 
fully applicable here also, yet the church 
members are exerting themselves for the 
speedy erection of a church edifice and 
for the provision necessary for the main- 
tenance of regular services. 


OHTO. 


—_— 


Columbus—Rev. J. L. Grover. 


Durine the past quarter, our services 
at St. Paul’s Church in this city have been 
regularly continued, 7. ¢., two services on 
each Sunday—communion administered 
on the first Sunday of each month. Our 
week-day lectures were resumed with the 
Advent season, and will be regularly held 
on Wednesday mornings at 10 o’clock, 

until the warm weather, Our services 
are all well attended, though the congre- 
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gation has been somewhat affected by the 
prevailing sickness (dyptheria) in many 
of the families. Our Sunday-school has 
been considerably lessened on this account, 
but we are looking soon for general health 
to be restored. We are still unable to 
supply the vacancy arising from the death 
of our superintendent, and I superintend 
myself, with the aid of one of the teachers. 

T haye attended three funerals during 
the quarter, and performed the marriage 
ceremony twice. 

On the 25th November we were favored 
with a visitation from the Right Rev. 
Bishop McIlvaine, who confirmed six per- 
sons. ‘Three of them heads of families. 

We have received one by letter from 
New-York, and lost four by transfer to 
the other parish in our city, leaving the 
number of communicants about as last 
reported. We had a festival on the 22d 
of November, which yielded about $150, 
for the payment of our organist and 
some incidental expenses. 

I regard the prospects of the parish as 
encouraging, 

I pray that the Great Head of the 
Church may bless and prosper all your 
efforts for the advancement of His king- 
dom and glory. 


KENTUCKY. 


Paris—Rev. J. A. Merrick. 


In transmitting our Advent offerings, 
it is with no little satisfaction and grati- 
tude to God, that I can testify to the pres- 
ent growing prosperity of my parish, be- 
yond that of any previous period in its 
history. It has increased in numbers, in 
zeal, and in self-sacrificing devotion, Al- 
though far below the high standard of 
faith and charity which we are bidden 
to attain, I do not hesitate, though it 
may provoke invidiousness of feeling, to 
claim that in all these characteristics 
named, this parish stands not behind any 
other in the diocese. Six years ago, 
when the present Rector undertook the 
charge, it was (to employ the Bishop’s em- 
phatic language) “in the slough of des- 

ond.” 

Though there have been many removals 
during the past year, the vacated places 
have been supplied; and the desire for 
seats has been at times so pressing, that 
vigorous measures were taken a few 


40 


months since to erect a larger church 
edifice ; an effort which was so far suc- 
cessful, contrary to the predictions of 
many, that had it not been for the late 
sudden reversal ip the money market, and 
the apprehension of special danger in this 
region of country, the corner-stone would 
ere this have doubtless been laid. We 
must now await the future in patient hope ; 
meanwhile, the subscriptions for nearly 
$6000jare in hand, at the disposal of the 
vestry. 

The parish school continues successful, 
with an ayerage attendance of about 70 
poor scholars, chiefly from families not of 
the Church. The Sunday-schools, both 
white and black, remain as last reported, 
and needing more room for their accom- 
modation; by this defect our efforts are 
limited. The children and servants of the 
parish are being well taught in the Church 
Catechism, which is catechized into them 
at home and in all the schools, and again 
out of them, by the minister, “openly 
in the Church.” All of them are also 
well instructed in the use of the prayer- 
book, and their heart-cheering yoices 
may be heard at every service in the 
singing and responses of the public 
offices. May God specially bless these 
our ministrations to “the hope of the 
Church.” 

Among the indications of our pros- 
perity as a parish, we may also include the 
greater attention given to family devotions, 
the responsibilities of sponsorship, and to 
the public duties of the sanctuary ; and the 
Rector here records his obligations to a 
few devoted members of his flock, to whom 
he is indebted, in his manifold labours, 
for valuable assistance in “visiting” the 
poor, sick, and ignorant, and in dispensing 
to them, under his direction, the blessings 
which Curist has placed within the cus- 
tody of His Church. 

It is by deeds like these that our religion 
is shown to be a reality. 


Danville—Rev. M. F. Maury. 


Although the results of my labour for 
the past year in this parish have not been 
such as to encourage my heart, as regards 
its growth and increase—owing to my un- 
avoidable absence, for many weeks at dif- 
ferent times, soliciting means to rebuild 
the church which was destroyed by fire in 
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the month of February—still we have 
great reason to be thankful for the success 
which has crowned our efforts ; and that 
we again have a “holy house” in which 
to worship the ‘‘ God of our fathers.” 


This is a great point gained; and itis | 
with gratitude to God, and our friends and | 


brethren abroad, who so generously aided 
us in this enterprise, that we announce the 


completion of the church in less than ten — 


months after its destruction. It is a great 
improvement on the old edifice ; and though 
unpretending, as it should be—having 
been built mainly by subscriptions from 
abroad—it is nevertheless a beautiful little 
village church, fully adequate to the wants 
or wishes of your missionary. The whole 


cost of the building proper has been 


$4,350, ahd it will yet require $300 more 
at least to provide a furnace, and furnish 
it with becoming taste. When this amount 
is provided, we hope to reopen it, and that 
its hallowed walls may long stand to echo 
the story of redeeming love. _ 

We still have regular services in the 
little school-room, which we have occu- 
pied for months, and where the congrega- 
tion have seemed to enjoy the ministration 
of the word, even while they have longed 
for the “courts of the Lord.” My absence 
from home, at the Bishop’s visitation, pre- 
cluded the rite of Confirmation; and the 
gratifying fact that but a szngle death (and 
that an infant of a few days, in the past 
week), has occurred in the congregation, 
in the year 1860, now near its last hour, 
records but one funeral on the parish 
register, 

We have lost and gained about the same 
number of communicants, by removal and 
addition, and numerically, our list has un- 
dergone little or no change. Still we 
hope and believe the energies of the par- 
ish have been awakened, and that the se- 
vere trial which has been laid upon us 
will be for our good. 

Our contributions to domestic missions 
have been sixty dollars, and we regret 
that we have not been able to respond to 
the Advent Appeal. 

I have abstained from urging any 
claims on the congregation as regards my 
salary, since the burning of the church, 
lest they should be hindered in their ef- 
forts to rebuild. They have done well; 
and although the past year has been one 
of hardness and self-denial to me, I thank 
God and take courage for the future. 


| 
| 
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Michigan—Indiana. 


MICHIGAN. 


Jonesville—Rev. L. H. Corson. 


I wave officiated at Grace Church, in 
this village, morning and evening of every 
Sunday, within the past half year, and on 
the morning of each of the chief festivals 
of the Church. I have also officiated 
once in Moscow, and once at Quincy, since 
my last report. The last-mentioned place 
is now supplied by the Rector of the 
Church at Coldwater, it being much more 
convenient for him than for me to take 
charge of the little flock at Quincy. ‘The 
congregation here remains much as at the 
time of my annual report. Several fami- 
lies have been added to our number, and 
more have removed to other places, so 


that we have less families and communi- 


cants than we had six months ago. This 
instability of the population of the West- 


ern States, is the bane of the missionary’s 


lifé. If I could have retained in this 
parish all that have been connected with 
it within the past year of my ministry, it 
would be strong and self-supporting. 

I conduct a flourishing Bible class, 
some of whose members are candidates 
for adult baptism, and others for confir- 
mation. I hope, by God’s blessing, to be 
able in my next report to give a more 
encouraging list of statistics. 


INDIANA. 


Connersville—Rev. J. W. Stewart. 


Tue offerings of this parish, in answer 
to the Adyent appeal of the Domestic 
Committee, amount to eight dollars, 

I have but little of special interest to 
Since my last report, I 
have baptized three adults. ‘Two of these 
were confirmed by Bishop Upfold, at a 
special visitation, held on the 18th of 

ovember, and have since been admitted 
tothe Holy Communion. The other—one 
of our most influential and wealthy citi- 
zens—was called from the scene of his 
earthly probation soon after his baptism. 
His death was sudden and unexpected, 
and has inflicted another severe blow on 
the temporal prospects of the parish. In- 
deed, one loss after another, by death and 
removals, has fallen upon us until I am 
so disheartened, that were it not for my 
firm belief that infinite wisdom is guiding 
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and controlling all these seemingly un- 
toward providences for ultimate good, I 
should feel constrained to surrender my 
post in despair. As an illustration of the 
drawbacks with which I have had to con- 
tend—three of the most useful and active 
male members of my congregation haye, 
within a few months, removed from the 
town. These, added to the others who 
have died or removed, within a period of 
little more than three years, make thirteen 
in all, nzne of whom were vestrymen and 
Jive communicants. Still, notwithstanding 
these losses, the parish has gained some- 
thing in strength and numbers. And, 
encouraged by the hope of final success, I 
can but go forward, in the strength of 
that measure of grace which is given me, 
sowing the good seed, and leaving results 
to the Lord of the harvest. 

—I have organized a school for girls, 
using the building formerly occupied as 
a chapel for a school-house. It has*been 
in successful operation about five months, 
and is, I believe, doing a good work for 
the Church. The prospect of making it 
a permanent parish school is quite fayour- 
able. 


Plymouth—Reyv. Almon Gregory. 


My services at Plymouth haye been as 
heretofore, without interruption, and with 
little change in the number of persons 
attending them. Indeed, until the church 
building can be occupied, (which is not 
the case as yet,) any increase in the con- 
gregation can hardly be looked for. Since 
my last report, a church building has been 
erected, and is now ready for putting in 
the seats and chancel furniture; but I re- 
gret to say, that the means for this are 
wanting as yet, though I trust an earnest 
effort will be made, as soon as possible, 
to supply this very serious want. In these 
troublous times, financially, however, it 
will be no easy matter to raise even the 
small sum now required. While almost 
all sorts of business are at a stand-still, 
and from all sides is heard the cry of hard 
times, the personal wants of the mission- 
ary and his family, and his calls for help 
to carry on his work, are the last to be 
heeded. Promises on which he thought 
he might rely, are forgotten, perhaps, or, 
at all events, remain unfulfilled. He 
must therefore wait, and have long pa- 
tience, for that blessing from above with- 
out which all human plans and efforts are 
vain, 
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The church building is sixty feet long, 
and twenty-four wide: very plain and 
simple in its structure. The east end has 
the floor raised a little for the chancel, on 
each side of which'a small room is par- 
titioned off, to serve as vestry-room and 
library. At the west end is a porch and 
abell gable, The cost, thus far, has not, I 
believe, exceeded six hundred dollars. 


Mishawauka and Goshen—Rev. 
C. A. Foster. 


The 1st of April’ last dates the com- 
mencement of my labours at these two 
points. In connection with these, I have 
officiated at South Bend occasionally, 
where there is a fine opening for estab- 
lishing the Church. Our Bishop has not 
visited my stations since I occupied them, 
and, therefore, I cannot report any con- 
firmations; although I have candidates 
awaiting the rite. By the Bishop’s direc- 
tions I am in future to give my main 
attention to Goshen (St. James), and occa- 
sionally visit Elkhart and South Bend. 
By the blessing of God, we have in Goshen 
a handsome Gothic church edifice of brick, 
enclosed. Ifthe Great Head of the Church 
will continue His smiles upon us, it shall 
be completed in the spring. The ladies 
of the parish purchased the lot on which 
it stands, and have paid forit. Our ladies 
are few in number, but of faithful hearts 
and sleepless energy. 


Vanderburgh Co.--Rev. W. L. 
Githens. 


I have been much encouraged in my 
missionary work for the past six months. 
There has been a larger attendance upon 
the services of the Church, and I hope a 
stronger and growing leve felt for her 
services. With the consent of my Bishop, 
I spent a part of last and this month in 
Cannelton, Perry co., in order to prepare 
a class for confirmation before his visit 
there. With his approval, and that of 
the Missionary Board, I purpose to be- 
come permanent missionary there, from 
the Ist of January, 1861. It is truly 
missionary ground; there are so many 
among the class of manufacturing and 
mining people of which that town is al- 
most entirely peopled, who do not attend 
any place of worship, and being mostly 
from England or Ireland, ours is the only 
services and Church to reach them. I hope 


Missouri. 


to make a special report from there in a 
short time. I have just been holding 
services from day to day, and visiting the 
families of this my old parish of Trinity, 
Vanderburgh. These humble and simple- 
hearted people, all of whom are farmers, 
are deeply attached to the Church. 


MISSOURI. 


St. Joseph—Rev. R. H. Weller. 


I pecan my duties at this station 
promptly on the Ist of October, the date 
from which my appointment began. Since 
then the congregation has been as large 
as our church building would accommo- 
date, and the parish seems in a prosper- 
ous condition in all things, save only its 
finances. Not that we are in debt, but 
the severe drought in this portion of Mis- 
souri, and that part of Kansas which is 
tributary to St. Joseph, the past season, 
causing an almost entire failure of the 
crops, has atfected greatly all branches of 
business, and the country has been drained 
of its money to bring in provisions from 
abroad. There is more of poverty and 
suffering about us now, than has ever 
been known in Western Missouri before. 
The trouble is greatly increased with the 
coming in of winter. We hope, however, 
that next season will be more prosperous, 
and we have determined not to ask for 
aid from the Board after next October, 
but do our utmost to return into the treas- 
ury, as we are able, what has been so 
freely given us. 


St. Charles—Rev. W. N. Irish. 


I have nothing new to report with 
regard to our little parish. A kind Proy- 
idence has opened the way so that I 
have been able to remain as a missionary 
to this destitute people. It requires hard 
and wearisome labour, on my part, and a 
glad compensation is given me in the 
warm sympathy of my congregation, and 
a gratifying increase of worshippers, who 
a eearn and attentive in the house of 

od. 

Since my last report, our beloved dio- 
cesan has made us a visit, when six per- 
sons were confirmed. We expect to form 
another class; already several have ex- 
pressed their desire to receive that apos- 
toli¢ rite. 
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Wisconsin. 


The growth of the Church, in a town 
like this, composed, as it is, principally of 
French and German, must be slow. We 
should have here a missionary who is 
able to preach to the above class of people 
in their own tongue. The Methodists 
have a missionary for the German popu- 
lation, and the result is, the better part of 
that people have become identified with 
them. When will the Church arouse 
herself to her real ability, and devote a 
small portion of her strength and wealth, 
in an earnest endeavour to secure within 
her blessed fold this class of people whom 
we haye so long neglected. I have 
distributed judiciously several German 
prayer books that I brought with me 
here. They were cordially received, and 


I trust God will add His blessing that the 
| gifts may not be altogether in vain. There 
is a want within a community like this I 


feel very much. The Methodists, the 


Presbyterians, the Lutherans, have all 
published the defence of their several 


| 
| 
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doctrines in that language. How much 


_good could be done if we had Rey. Dr. 


Randall’s Lecture, “ Why I am a Church- 
man,” translated and published in Ger- 
man and French. There are other works 
of the same class which could be recom- 


mended for the same purpose. 


We have just passed the Christmas 
holidays. By patient, steady perseverance 
Tam happy to state, that our little Church 


was well filled on Christmas eve and day. 


The congregations were much larger than 
any I have had at similar services since 
TI have been a Western missionary. An- 
other generation may witness even such 
large congregations as you haye during 
this holy season, in this feeble and strug- 
gling Church of the West. We must 
labour and wait, and God, in His own 
good time will give us His blessing. I 
report two adult baptisms. They re- 
ceived the sacrament at the same time, 
and an interesting sight it was. One, an 
aged lady, just on the verge of the grave, 
the other just entering upon the trials 
and temptations of this world. 


—_——_ +e —___- 


WISCONSIN. 


Oneida—Rev. H. A. Goodenough. 


Turs mission, by God’s continual bless- 
ing, is doing great good to our Indian 
brethren of the Oneida tribe. 

There is no%theck upon vice and crime 
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in the tribe, except the influence of the 
Church. The chiefs have now neither 
the power nor the inclination to make 
and execute laws for the government of 
the tribe. Thus the Church alone sup- 
plies all the rule there is among them, 
an Q its power in this way is much stronger 
than would be supposed by those living 
under the control of law. The Church 
itself, its doctrines, and its steady straight- 
forward course, ever preaching the pure 
Gospel of its Lord and Saviour, has a 
peculiar adaptedness for the work of 
evangelizing the Indian. This tribe has 
felt its power in times past, and will feel 
its good influence for all time to come. 

Bishop Kemper yisited us on the I1th 
July last, and administered the rite of 
confirmation to eleyen members of my 
charge ; these had all been on trial, and 
carefully instructed in the knowledge 
necessary to make them wise unto sal- 
vation; so that I trust they will go on 
and grow more and more in grace until 
called to join the Church on high. 


La Crosse—Rev. James Young. 


Brine informed that quarterly reports 
are required of all the missionaries of the 
Board, I herewith submit the following, 
relative to the station at La Crosse. 
After trayelling extensively over the 
Northwest, early last spring, in search 
of health, and a region exempt from ma- 
larial diseases, I came to La Crosse in the 
latter part of April, and the station being 
vacant, officiated repeatedly for the little 
congregation of earnest-minded church 
people, gathered by the efficient labours of 
the Rey. F. Durlin, the founder of the 
parish, and kept together by the exertions 
of the vestry and wardens, one of whom 
officiated as lay reader. 

The congregation, I found, was com- 
posed mainly of young people just begin- 
ning the struggle of life in a young city, 
who, in common with all the Northwest, 
was suffering the effects of the great re- 
vulsion of 1857, and of the failure of the 
crops for two years past. 

The people are poor but earnestly 
desirous of having the full privileges of 
the Church; they did me the honour of 
electing me their pastor; a post which, 
notwithstanding the still precarious state 
of my health, I felt it my duty to accept, 
and entered upon the discharge of its 
labours with some serious misgivings as 
to my physical ability; but am devoutly 
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thankful that I can report a degree of 
improved health and vigour to which I 
had scarce hoped to attain, and uninter- 
rupted services up to the present time. 

The congregations have been generally 
full; and Iam convinced would be much 
larger if we had a suitable church edifice, 
to the erection of which we look forward 
with hope, in the coming year. I sbould 
consider it practicable to begin this fall 
indeed, but for the continued depression 
of the timber trade, which is even of more 
importance to La Crosse than the grain 
trade at present. The autumnal “rise” 
in the Mississippi, however, will make 
that all right yet, by opening the way to 
market to many millions of feet of logs 
and lumber, and putting some money in 
circulation thereby. 

Trying as the times are, still, the con- 
dition of the mission is full of hopefulness ; 
and as La Crosse occupies a most impor- 
tant commercial position, I have entire 
confidence in the ultimate complete suc- 
cess of the Church here. Her influence 
for good has been felt from the beginning, 
and by the Divine blessing will extend 
steadily. 


IOWA. 


Buffalo—Rev. W. Y. Johnson. 


ANOTHER year of missionary labor has 
gone. ‘The seed we have been permitted 
to sow in the great harvest field has been 
in faith ; and we commit it to the foster- 
ing care of the Lord of the harvest, knowing 
that as he gives the gracious raia upon 
his inheritance, so will be the ingathering 
of fruit. Like all new and unbroken 
fields, the breaking up of the fallow 
ground preparatory to the seed sowing, 
require hard toil, and unfaltering labor, 
and perseverance. So we have entered 
upon these new fields of Gospel labour. 
Hard labour we have bestowed, ere we 
could sow much seed, and tedious have 
been our efforts to clear away the debris 
of the world that we might prepare a 
small place to drop in the good seed of 
the word of @od. Yet, we have been 


permitted to sow some in hope, and a- 


little has borne fruit, to ericourage and 
sustain our faith and hope in the promise 
of a future harvest. We are determined 
to labour on, waiting for fruit, with the 
certain faith that a harvest will be gath- 
ered after many days, 


TIowa—Minnesota. 


" MINNESOTA. 


Belle Plaine—M. IL. Olds. 


Our beloved Bishop visited Henderson 
on the 17th inst. At 11 o’clock, A. M., 
we celebrated divine service with a cen- 
gregation of about forty persons. The 
Bishop preached. The Holy Communion 
was administered, and the Bishop, myself, 
and seven other persons, partook thereof. 
At 2 o’clock, P. M., the children of the 
parish were catechized by the Bishop. 
He expressed his satisfaction at the prog- 
ress they had made in the Church’s sys- 
tem of Christian teaching. At 7 o’clock, 
P.M, we again celebrated divine service 
with a full congregation of about one 
hundred persons. The Bishop preached, 


and administered the holy rite of Con-— 


firmation to eight candidates. At both 
these services, the responses were full, the 
congregation attentive, and the singing 
such as drew forth the especial commen- 
dation of the Bishop. The canticles, glo- 


rias, and Psalms and Hymns in metre, © 


were all sung to simple and familiar 
tunes, with spirit, by the choir and con- 
gregation, without instrumental accompa- 
niment. 


communicants. At my first service these 
were all away, and I could get no re- 
sponses, and was obliged to omit the re- 
sponsive parts. The congregation sat upon 
their seats, throughout the whole, and 
stared ab me. Notwithstanding such dis- 
couragement at first, the people soon 
learned to appreciate the order and beauty 
of our worship, and to receive the Charch’s 
apostolic faith and practice, as the blessed 
services of the day I have been speaking 


of fully showed. For these fruits of the — 


blessing of God, vouchsafed to my un- 
worthy labours, His Holy name be praised. 
Pray with me, dear brother, that He may 


continue to draw this benighted people to — 


the cross of Jesus Christ through the 
Church and Sacraments of His own ap- 
pointment. I say “benighted people? 
not unadvisedly : for I do not believe that 
the middle ages witnessed more of hea- 
thenish darkness, and ignorance and per- 


When I commenced services in — 
this place, Henderson, there were but three . } 


version of, and indifference to, the funda- 
mental truths, and essential features, of 


the Religion of Christ, than has settled 


upon the great body of the people in this — 


western wilderness. Infidelity, theoretical — 


or practical, has possessed the hearts and 
minds of all. And I do believe, before 


Minnesota. 


God, that it is not more the result of stiff- 
necked wilfulness, than of the erroneous 
religious education of the day. So far as 
numerous conversations with the harden- 
ed and the unbelieving enable me to judge, 
Ishould say that the austere and repulsive 


_ teaching and practice of a harsh and phar- 
_ isaical formalism on the one hand, and the 


fitful flames and piety-extending transports 


_ of a mere emotional religion, on the other, 


/ result. 


have contributed about equally to this sad 
The most effectual means, under 
God, for assaulting this rampart of unbe- 
lief, seems to be in covertly, as it were, 


undermining it, rather than in seeking to 


: 


batter it down by an open attack. A 


faithful and persistent presentation of the 
“truth as it is in Jesus,” and as it is set 
forth in His Holy Catholic Church, will 
so sap the foundations of this modern infi- 
_delity that, of its own weight, it will fall 
to the ground. In those compends of the 
Gospel teaching concerning penitence, 
faith, and obedience—the questions and 
answers of the Baptismal Office, and the 
Church Catechism—is a store of evangel- 
ical ammunition for this warfare, of more 
worth than all the wet powder of Calvin- 
ism, or the blank cartridges of the mod- 
ern reyiyalism. ‘To all orders of intelli- 
gence, there is nothing that shocks the 
reason in a system of Christianity which 
makes holy and humanly unfathomable 
mysteries, of the secret operations of God’s 
Holy Spirit, but leaves that way of salva- 
tion in which an erring man should plant 
his footsteps so plain that the wayfaring 
man, though a fool, cannot err therein. 
On the other hand that unbelief is not to 
be wondered at, that rejects such a system 
of Christianity as is the only one that has 
‘been taught to the great body of this 
Western people, the only one they have 
any knowledge of, and which, consequent- 
ly, they confound with the Scriptures—a 
Christianity which either gives man no 
part or lot in his salvation or condemna- 
tion, and makes both to depend on the ar- 
bitrary decrees of an unchangeable God ; 
or else makes man’s part in the work of 
his salvation to be something mysterious, 
miraculous, and to some so physically easy 
as to be put off and on like their daily 
garments, to others physically impossible ; 
while, at the same time, it requires that 
God’s part therein be brought down to the 
level of the weakest understanding. Such 
an infidelity as I have mentioned—thus 

roduced, thus existing, thus to be met, 
and thus, by God’s help, conquered—is 
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what I have to labour against in Hender- 
son. I strive, by the aid of Divine grace, 
to set before this people what they have 
hitherto been ignorant of—a Saviour who 
came to call, not the righteous, but sin- 
ners, to repentance ;—a Church which was 
designed to be the refuge and the home of 
sinners struggling to be free ;—and sacra- 
ments ordained of Christ to convey help 
and strength to the weary, fainting, dying 
sinner, and not to be badges of Christian 
perfection. On the Third Sunday in Ad- 
vent, I baptized, at Henderson, two adults, 
and on next Sunday I expect to baptize 
seven infants. 

At Belle Plaine, the progress of the 
work is more discouraging. The chief 
obstacle is the bitter prejudice of those 
calling themselves Christians, of various 
names, against the Church. This has not 
sprung up since my coming, but was art- ° 
fully inculcated between the time when 
my intention was announced and the time 
when I actually came, and has since 
been carefully fostered by the Baptist 
preacher, who, for more than a year, had 
ministered to the whole village on the 
union plan. The feeling has been so bit- 
ter, from the first, that all these persons 
of all denominations, have entirely stayed 
away from our services. The only way, 
therefore, of reaching them is by culti- 
vating a kindly social intercourse. The 
progress must, of course, be slow; but 
already—with the blessing of God, I trust 
—some effect has been produced. As I 
have said, this kind of work is more ardu- 
ous and discouraging than even that of 
battling with open sin and infidelity, as 
in Henderson. It is the old story of the 
difference between. Simon, the Pharisee, 
and the outcast Magdalen. 

There is here (in Belle Plaine), a little 
band of eight communicants; their fam- 
ilies, numbering some forty souls. Among 
them I labour, and humbly pray that God, 
in his own good time, may give the increase 
to my planting and watering. On the 
third Sunday in Advent, I baptized two 
infants. On Tuesday, the 18th instant, 
the Bishop visited the parish, preached in 
the morning. and administered the Holy 
Supper to six communicants (two were 
kept away by sickness) ; and in the even- 
ing preached, and confirmed one per- 
son. At 2 o’clock, P. M., the Bishop cate- 
chised the children of the Sunday School. 
Their thorough comprehension of the 
truths taught in the Church Catechism, as 
evinced in their excellent and ready an- 
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swers to the Bishop’s questions, was to 
me, very gratifying and encouraging ; 
for it showed that God had so far blessed 
my instructions that they had not fallen 
upon dulled ears, nor run off like flowing 
water. 

Heretofore, I have held one service in 
each place, every Sunday. But the dif 
ficulty of procuring any conveyance on 
Sunday afternoons, has determined me to 
officiate in each place, hereafter, twice on 
each alternate dander. I have also ap- 
pointed a service in the afternoon of 
every second Sunday, at Le Seuer. 

I will repeat some statistics, given in 
a former unacknowledged letter, for fear 
they may not have reached you. Belle 
Plaine is a village containing about 250 
inhabitants. There are occasional Ro- 
mish and German Lutheran services, and 
‘a union service by the Baptist preacher 
once every Sunday. I have organized 
here, on St. Simon’s and St. Jude’s Day, 
a parish by the name of St. Simon’s. I 
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have given above the number of commu- 
nicants. The Sunday School numbers ten 
scholars. Henderson is twelve miles 
further up the valley, and contains about 
350 inhabitants, of whom, one half, at 
least, are Germans. Services are held in 
German by the Methodists and Morayians, 
and in English by the Methodists, once 
every second Sunday. 

I have organized here a parish by the 
name of St. Jude’s, There are now nine 
communicants; and in the families that 
have directly placed themselves under my 
pastoral cure, there are about fifty souls. 
The Sunday School has not yet been or-— 
ganized, though the children have been 
several times catechized. Le Seuer is 
five miles still farther up the valley, and 
contains about 150 inhabitants. The 
Methodists have service every other Sun- 
day. ‘The services of the church have not 
yet been held there. Iam to go there, 
for the first time, next Sunday. There 
are two or three communicants. 
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Wilkesbarre, St. Stephen’s Ch, 
$65 00; Judge Conyngham, V, 
L. Maxwell, Mrs. Maxwell, Mrs. 
Ross, and H. Holt, each $3 00— 


$15) OOM coca beets a ples wuld 80 00 
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Soc,, $15 "Wits erst: Koka 65 00 
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THE EFFECT OF PRESENT TROUBLES UPON CON- 
TRIBUTIONS TO THE MISSIONARY TREASURY. 
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A scoop deal of anxiety has been expressed in regard to the effect of the: 
‘present distress” upon Missionary contributions. It has been appre- 
hended, and apparently not without cause, that there would be so serious: 
a falling off of these as to lead to disaster in our Foreign Missionany 
work. 


The condition of things in our land is certainly such as io involve much 
‘solicitude touching the interests of Christ’s kingdom in the relation here: 
‘spoken of, as well as in other relations, We cannot, however, suffer any 
settled conviction to possess our minds that this work is to be stopped 
even for a day, or is to suffer more than temporary embarrassment. We 
‘must believe that it has a sufficient hold upon the affections of God’s 

people to carry it forward in spite of any difficulties which it is now 
likely to encounter. ‘The real ability of the Church has not hitherto 
been drawn out ; and though there may be in the case of some persons an 
absolute necessity to lessen their contributions, we cannot but hope this 
will be more than counterbalanced by gifts more abundant from those 
who have the power. The following communication from the Rev. Mr, 
Liggins shows what can be dene where there is a wilt todo. The facts 
are certainly remarkable, and we commend them to the careful consid- 


eration of our readers : 
2 
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A Remarkable Pastor of a Remark- 
able Parish: 


OR, PASTOR HARMS, OF HERMANNSBURG, 
HANOVER. 


Dear Sir: The November number of 
the Good Words, contains two articles about 
a parish in Hanover which, for its internal 
spiritual life, and the outward develop- 
ment of that life, is, perhaps, without a 
parallel in the world. Some of the state- 
ments made by the author of these com- 
munications are remarkable, of which we 
cite the following : 

Though the population of the parish is 
small, yet there are 11,000 communicants 
in the year; so that with very rare ex- 
ceptions, every adult must be a communi- 
cant and every communicant a frequent 
participator. The services in the week 
are as well attended as on the Lord’s Day. 

In 1853, the parish sent out to Eastern 
Africa eight ordained missionaries, and 
eight settlers, in a ship built and owned 
by the parish; the missionaries having 
been trained in the mission-house in the 
parish, by a brother of Pastor Harms. 
Twelve missionaries and about eighty set- 
tlers haye since followed ; and twenty-one 
missionaries are to sail in 1861. Their 
good ship, the “Candace,” has made five 
missionary voyages. 

The Hermannsburg Missionary Maga- 
zine, edited by Parson Harms, and printed 
in the parish, has a monthly circulation 
of 14,000 copies, and is a souree of in- 
come to the mission, the profits last year 
being 2,000 crowns. 


A Remarkable Pastor. 


The Hermannsburg Missionary Festival, 
held during two days in the month of 
June, in each year, is attended by 6,000 
persons ; every house in the village being 
filled to its utmost capacity, and the stu- 
dents in the mission-house acting as stew- 
ards to the guests. . 

Some of the results of the mission are 
thus stated: _ 

It is only seven years since their mis- 
sionaries first sailed for Africa; and in 
these seven years this isthe fruit of their 
labors. There are 100 settlers spread 
over the eastern provinces at eight stations; 
there are dwelling-houses and work- 
shops at every station; there are about 
40,000 acres of land; 50 heathens have 
been baptized; their influence reaches 
from the Zulus onthe coast to the Bechua- 
nas in the centre, and from the Orange 
river to Lake Ngami. At home, they 
have the mission-house and farm, with 45 
persons living in them ; the Refuge Farm, 
with 20 persons; they have their own 
ship, and print their own books; and they 
continue with one accord, in breaking of 
bread, and in prayer. This is no common 
success. It is wonderful. 

If it be asked how a single village 
parish has been enabled to do what it has 
done, our answer should certainly be this: 
“The effectual fervent prayer of a right- 
eous man availeth much.” 

It was Pastor Harms’ custom to pray 
to’God, rather than to appeal to men, for 
help, and in how remarkable a manner 
his prayers were answered, the narrative 
will show. Yours, &e. 


We give, in this number, a portion of the narrative to which Mr. 


Liggins refers, and propose to complete it in subsequent numbers, 


We 


think no one can fail to be impressed by the facts which it presents. 
The contrast exhibited by a comparison of these, with the ordinary 


measure of effort and accomplishment, is very striking. 


May we not 


conclude, moreover, that the deficiency in the latter is owing, in no 
small degree, to the want of a due use of that which Pastor Harms has 


employed constantly, viz., prayer ? 


China. 


CHINA. 


Extracts from Journal of Rev. E. 
W.Syle, for July and Aug., 1860. 


Sunday, July 1.—In the morning, preach- 
ed in English on board the U. 8S. ship 
“ Wartford,” in the afternoon, in Chinese, at 
our church in the city; and after service 
had a long conference with the four or five 
of our better-educated Christians, who form 
part of the little flock there, on the subject 
of the character and claims of the Nankin 
Insurgents. As is very natural, our peo- 
ple are greatly perplexed ; not knowing 
what to think of a class of men who, on 
the one hand, profess to acknowledge one 
God—Father, Son, and Spirit; to honor 
the Sabbath day: to receive the Scrip- 
tures, and to hate idolatry; while, on the 
other, they are blasphemous in their pre- 
tensions, crude and inconsistent in their 
doctrines, loose in their morals, and ruth- 
less in their plundering, slaying, and burn- 
ing; practising polygamy, and failing to 
buildup after they have pulled down; 
impressing unwilling rustics into their 
service, and carrying off the younger wo- 
men for their harems. 

July 2.—Gen. Ignatieff, the Russian min- 
ister, has come down from Pekin, where 
he has been residing for some time past. 
I saw him this afternoon, and heard from 
him a deplorable account of the condition 
of affairs at the capital. It would appear 
that the imperial household is a sink of 
corruption, both personal and political ; 
and that the whole framework of the goy- 
ernment holds together so loosely, that 
one violent shaking more would reduce it 
to ruins. Everything seems to indicate 
that a great overturning is close at hand 
in China. 

July 3.—Was present this evening at 
Miss Jones’sgwhere a little company of 
Chinese were gathered together in a social 
way. ‘To do this advantageously is one 
of the most difficult things, even among 
those who have become Christians. All 
the national habits and ideas run the 
other way. After living many years 
among this people, I cannot discover that 
they haye anything like what we call 
domestic life. No intellectual, affectionate 
companionship between husband and wife, 
parents and children, The men herd by 
themselves, and the women keep together 
in their own apartments; the children be- 
ing first nursed through a long babyhood 
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by their mothers and waiting-women, and 
then schooled through a weary course 
of word-memorizing by the appointed 
teacher. 

July 9.—Chu-kiung, our second deacon, 
goes into the city in my place, three days 
in the week (Chi going on the alternate 
days), that I may be able to give more un- 
dived attention to the work of Prayer- 
book translation. 

July 11—The arrival to-day of Dr. 
Schmid, who is appointed to the Japan 
Mission, revived all my old regrets at our 
being still without one here in China, 

July 13.—Mr. Yocom’s sudden and sig- 
nal failure of health brought back upon 
me, for atime at least, the charge of the 
printing - office —a thing I regret very 
much, both on my own account, and also 
because the little establishment was get- 
ting into such good order under Mr. Yo- 
com’s care. 

Sunday, July 15.—Preached at the Mis- 
sion chapel in the morning, and at the 
City church in the afternoon—a simple 
enough day’s work to record: but so it 
would be for a husbandman to say, “I 
have been sowing seed in my field to- 
day.” 

July 16.—At the meeting of our Mis- 
sion Conference this evening, the discus- 
sion was on the character of the Nankin 
insurgents; and the general conclusion 
which seemed to be arrived at, was that 
we could not recognize them as Christian 
brethren, though we might hope for much 
eventual good from the general move- 
ment. 

July 18.—Visited the multitude of refu- 
gees who are clustered together on the 
old Parade ground, outside the south gate. 
Such a deplorable sight as could hardly 
be witnessed elsewhere than in China! 
Thousands of people—old and young— 
who had fled from their homes for fear of 
the Insurgents, and are now living on from 
day to day in the most precarious man- 
ner, wanting food and shelter, and many 
of them sick, and suffering extremely. 

Our good brother Mills, of the Presbyte- 
rian Mission, is doing what he can for 
them—seeing they have been providential- 
ly made his “neighbours” in an especial 
manner. I accompanied him into their 
midst, and we agreed that the best thing 
we could attempt would be the erection 
of a booth for the sick, and the employ- 
ment of a Chinese doctor—there being no 
missionary physician here whose servic 
are available. We then rode together to 
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China. 


the Chinese gentlemen who’ superintend 
the native benevolent institutions, wishing 
them to co-operate in the matter ; but we 
found them almost in a state of despair at 
the amount of misery with which they 
had to contend; and they begged us to at- 
tend to the matter ourselves, for that we 
could control it better than they could. 
The truth is, they are perfectly over- 
whelmed with the numbers and unman- 
ageableness of these almost desperate suf- 
ferers. The heat has been very great for 
some time past, though upon the whole, 
the summer thus far has been a moderate 
one. A rather large proportion of sick- 
ness, however, prevails both among Chi- 
nese and foreigners. 

Sunday, July 22.—Communion-day at 
the churech—three under suspension. I 
never felt till now the force of that word 
“discipline,” as applied to the treatment 
of offending communicants ; but I see how 
much must be both taught and learned in 
the case of those whose consciences are 
insensitive as to the application of the 
truths which they may honestly receive, 
though they feel their power too faintly. 

Of late, I have several applications for 
instruction from Buddhist priests—a very 
interesting, but a very difficult class to 
deal with. They are in ill-repute among 
their own people; their want of acquaint- 
ance with any handicraft makes it hard 
for them to get a living, and the tonsure 
makes them outcasts. 

Sunday, July 29.—Between the services 
I went to the Refugees’ hospital, and found 
much less appearance of suffering than on 
the former occasion. Mr. Mills has a class 
of about twenty-five men, who are schol- 
ars from among the Refugees: they read 
the Scriptures daily : and two, I believe, 
have charge of boys’ schools, where the 
poor homeless little fellows are taught the 
Saviour’s name. Mrs. Mills also has her 
hands full during the week, superintend- 
ing some hundred or more of the women, 
whom she employs in making up gar- 
ments—the materials for which have been 
furnished by a friend among the mercan- 
tile community. 

The foreigners have subscribed alto- 
gether about $10,000 for the relief of the 
refugees. ail 

July 30, 31.—Attended the examination 
of our Boys’ school—an event always in- 
teresting to me, because of my own former 
connection with the work, and on account 
of the interest I feel in the older scholars 
personally—not to mention my conviction 
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of its being one of the most important of 
our fields of labour. Very arduous withal, 
as all those who have ever been engaged 
in it know full well. No missionary la- 
bourers can lay better claim to sympathy 
and support than those who devote them- 
selves to teaching. 

August 9—Resumed the instruction of 
the Girls’ school in music. The last revi- 
sion of our Morning Service is now print 
ed, with all the Canticles and their Alter- 
nates inserted, so that we have before us 
what will be the fixed phraseology of our 
public worship for some time to come. 
The Evening Service is to be prepared 
next; then we shall be enabled to have 
full divine service on the Lord’s day ; and 
what is more, we have two regular and 
well-ordered congregations in which those 
services can be intelligently used. These 
are facts which ought to quiet the minds 
of any delegates to owr next General Con- 
vention who may feel some doubts as to 
whether Missions in China are worth sus- 
taining. 

August 24.—An interval of danger and 
excitement; such as I have never experi- 
enced before. On Saturday the alarm 
of the T'sang-maou rebels’ coming down 
upon us was uniyersal, and the Jadies and 
children were hurried off to the ships. 
Next day, Sunday, I went off carly to see 
them, and then into the city where every 
one was crying out, “We have no rice 
to eat, and there is hardly any to be 
bought!” I told them to complain to the 
Taoutat. 

At the church we haye service and 
communion—rendered doubly impressive 
by the unusual stillness of the city, and 
the sense of imminent danger felt by al- 
most every one. I then rode to the south 
gate, where I was fortunate enough to 
meet with the Taoutai himself, and got 
from him and Capt. Budd, the British 
commandant, a “pass,” by means of which 
I could get rice brought in to save our 
poor people from starving. Capt. B. gave 
me an account of how the rebels were re- 
pulsed yesterday, with much loss. 

Returned to the church, and had a 
meeting with the communicants, whose 
minds appeared to be “kept in pease” not 
that they were not alarmed, but that their 
confidence in God subdued their fears: 
it was to me a very impressive instance of 
the power of true confidence in God. 

Preaching in English at the Mission 
chapel, and mounting guard from ten till 
one at night, brought to a close this 
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strange, eventful Sunday at our hitherto 
quiet station. 

Aug. 30,—The Insurgents seem to have 
finally retired, having failed in their at- 
tempt cither to enter the city, or to invade 
the settlement, or to come to any sort of 
understanding with the Foreign Minis- 
ters, who refue to recognize or have any 
sort of inter-communication with them— 
rightfully enough, I think, as to the sub- 
stance of the policy pursued; but as badly 
as canwell be imagined, as to the manner 
of carrying it out. 

So matters seem to rest for the present. 
The city is desolate, though undestroyed. 
Large portions of the suburbs have been 
burned to ruins by the defending troops— 
some think wantonly, or at least excess- 
ively ; others plead a “ military necessity.” 

Reinforcements for Chusan have greatly 
increased the confidence felt in the ability 
of the foreign force now here to keep 
Shanghai in security. There is a great 
change in our circumstances; but our 
work goes on. The Refugees from Chang- 
chow, Voosth, Nankin, and Soo-Chow have 
brought the population of the cities to us 
instead of our going to them. 


Journal of the Rev. C. Keith. 


Missionary work has been much hin- 
dered by the military operations (if they 
may be so dignified) in this neighhour- 
hood. As early as June, the population 
of both city and country was highly ex- 
cited by the fear of the rebels. All who 
could, moved away to what they consider- 
ed niore secure places. In the midst of 
the really pitiable fright of the people, it 
was impossible to avoid being amused at 
some of its effects. One set of people 
would be moving out of a hamlet for fear 
of danger, and another moving znto the 
same in hope of safety. ‘lo move seemed 
to be the first impulse. 

Asthe month of July wore on, reports be- 
came more and more definite, of the gradual 
approach of the rebels to Shanghai, and 
at last, on the 18th of August, they really 
made their appearance in force,.outside of 
the south gate of the city. This is the 
point farthest removed from us, and conse- 
quently we were safe from peril during the 
firing at this point. Preparations had been 
made by the English and French authori- 
ties to repel any attack made in the direc- 
tion of the south gate. That was the front 
of their position, and the creek, which 


separates us from the foreign settlement, 
was their rear. ‘They had no defences 
for this side, so that if the rebels made a 


threat of attack on front and rear at the | 


same time, we were defenceless. Under 
these circumstances, it was thought ad- 
visable for the ladies to find places of re- 
fuge on board of ships or within the lines, 
for a few days. No attack, however, was 
made on our side, although quite a large 
body approached within two or three 
miles. Indeed, it seems questionable 
whether an attack was made intentionally 
on foreigners at all. Great forbearance 
was shown to the few who were, for 
a time, in their power, and few or no 
shots were fired on their part except at the 
city, which was evidently considered as 
under the Imperial Government. They 
reluctantly came to the conclusion that 
the Chinese city was held and defended 
by foreign troops, and then retired. 

But far different was their conduct to 
their own people. Night after night, as 
they were slowly approaching Shanghai, 
their progress was marked by burning 
hamlets. Long lines of fugitives an- 


_nounceg their appearance, and at last the 
remnant who awaited their actual coming 


would bring the particulars of each scene 
of havoc. The wanton barbarities which 
were practised are almost incredible, con- 
sidering they are candidates for the 
Empire. I have heard of many cases of 
thoroughly wanton murder. And then 
the pillage was carried to the lowest 
possible degree. For instance, two very 
poor women of my congregation at Sing 
Zak, were roused from the cotton fields, 
where they had hid, and searched, the 
little extra clothing they had in their 
houses, and their bed-quilts (which serve 
also for mattrasses), weve carried off. ‘The 
iron pot, in which they cooked, was 
broken, as were also those of the neigh- 
bours. A poor blind girl, in addition to 
this amount of ill-treatment, was beaten 
so as to be unable to walk for some days, 
and the brother of one of the women men- 
tioned above, was deliberately killed. 
Such are the scenes enacted in every 
place which the Insurgents visit, and happy 
are those whose houses are left standing. 
If this were really a civil war, in the 
sense of the people as a mass joining in it, 
it would not be so strange. But these 
people are alike harmless and helpless. 
They live in fear of both parties, but 
suffer comparatively little from the Impe- 
rial soldiers, 
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I have continued my Sunday services 
nearly as usual, but sometimes with very 
few attendants, and three times I did not 
attempt to open the room. Preparing 
copy for the press, and reading proof- 
sheets, has occupied a considerable part 
of my time. A Morning Service, a new 
edition of a primer of about seventy pages, 
and about half the Gospel of St. Luke, 
have been printed during the three 
months. The demand for these books in- 
creases, and as soon as we are able to 
supply a sufficient variety to keep a 
school furnished with text-books, there is 
good reason to hope the use of them will 
become general. This would be a great 
boon to those of this people who can 
never become readers or writers under 
their own system. 

Last Sunday (Sept. 23), I was permitted 
to witness the baptism of six persons by 
Mr. Syle, at the church in the city; one of 
them, the superintendent of his blind 
work-shop. Thus our little company is 
added to from time to time. 


Letter from the Rev. H. M. Parker. 


Suaneuat, October 1, 1860. 


My pear Brorurr :—Since I last wrote, 
we have passed through very striking and 
impressive scenes, and in some measure, 
also,stirring nnd exciting. That which was 
stirring and exciting at the time, was, how- 
ever, of little significance; and although 
it obliged us, several times, to put the 
ladies in places of safety, yet I do not 
think that, even then, the most thought 
that there was serious danger, or anything 
more to be dreaded than passing through 
a dark room, without light to survey its 
contents. We were, in other words, in 
great ignorance and doubt as to the char- 
acter and disposition and intentions of the 
Insurgents towards us, owing, in a great 
measure, to the difficulty of measuring 
aright Chinese ideas and actions. Thus 
they declared (and it was their policy, un- 
doubtedly) that they had no desire to quar- 
rel with their Christian brethren, and no 
intention to fight them, and yet they 
marched down on Shanghai, held by 
foreign troops. As to their military char- 
acter, some of the missionaries, who had 
previously visited them, estimated them 
as much above their countrymen, and 
some of their acts gave color to it; and 
yet, by other accounts, they were repre- 
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sented as scarcely at all superior, which 
we found to be the true estimate. 

The bubble, to many, has burst, and 

there has been a bitter disappointment as 
to the moral and religious character of the 
Insurgents, revealed by closer contact with 
them. As to my own yiews and hopes, 
it is not so: I never saw reason to believe 
that they possessed the spirit of the Gos- 
pel, which alone can impart the truth and 
life contained fn it, and which would haye 
been miraculous, almost in the highest de- 
gree, and outside of the ordinary opera- 
tions of God’s Spirit. I cannot say, 
therefore, that I am disappointed at find- 
ing that they come up neither to the faith 
nor practice of the Bible, or that my hopes 
and expectations from them is at all appre- 
ciably diminished. I cannot but regard 
the movement as one of great significance 
and importance. 
_ There are two facts connected with it 
that I consider of special importance. One 
is, that their treatment of the temples and 
idols must inevitably make a powerful im- 
pression upon the Chinese mind and faith ; 
done, too, as they declare, by the author- 
ity, and in the name, of the God of Heaven ; 
and they show, also, both by their acts 
and words, the wrath of God revealed 
from heaven against idolatry. The second 
is, the position they give to the Bible. 
Nothing is more remarkable in China 
than their unbounded admiration for their 
own classics, and their consequent disre- 
gard of all foreign literature. Nothing 
forms a greater obstacle, and nothing is 
so frequently held up to the missionary 
to damp his confidence. The Bible comes 
in opposition to this feeling, and they hold 
up the Bible before their own followers, 
and before the masses of China, as a great 
—the greatest of books—reyealing the 
way of life. 

Their conduct may prejudice some, but 
on the whole, it must call an amount of 
attention to the Bible which centuries 
might not have gained for it in the Chinese 
mind. Should they succeed to the Empire, 
I must think that it would advance our 
work incalculably, so far as human fore- 
sight can conjecture. Of this, the com- 
plications daily inereasing at the North 
with the Imperial Government, seem to 
increase the probability. — 

Of myself, [ have little to report. I 
progress but very slowly with the lan- 
guage. The little that I gain, however, 
J endeavour to bring into use, in my inter- 
course with the people; and if it is not 
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always very edifying to them to be spoken 
to in what they sometimes mistake for a 
foreign tongue, somewhat kindred to their 
own, it still gives me a great deal of plea- 
sure to believe myself understood, and a 
deal of amusement to find myself mis- 
taken. 

From my school and the small parish 
attached to it, I still derive a great deal 
of pleasure, as the people show an in- 
creasing sense of my good-will toward 
them, and desire to benefit them, and 
always yield me a very polite and atten- 
tive hearing. 

The difference between heathen,at home 
and in a heathen land, however, is very 
striking. At home, take up almost any man 
—the most ignorant-—-and although he 
may never have thought enough to bring 
his thoughts of religion into any form, 
yet with very little teaching and study he 
can give you tolerably clear expressions, 
because, almost imperceptibly, they have 
imbibed the leading forms of thought. 
To get a regular heathen, on the contrary, 
to take in the leading truths of our religion, 
so as to mentally conceive of them, is no 
easy task. 

In my school, several of the boys have 
got through one or two of the catechisms 
on the Creed, the Ten Commandments, the 
Lord’s Prayer, and the Sacraments. The 
recitations, for accuracy, you seldom hear 
equalled at home. I ask them questions 
on any part that they have previously 
been over, and with most there is no hesi- 
tation, and seldom a word left out. This 
is owing to the admirable training of the 
memory. When you examine the intel- 
igence, there is as great a deficiency. 

Your brother in Christ. 


Report of Mr. J. T. Doyen. 


Tue following extracts relate to a want 
which has long been felt in the prosecu- 
tion of the Missionary work in China. 
We trust that Mr. Doyen may long be 
spared to prosecute his labours in the di- 
rection referred to; and that it may be his 
privilege to train nfany of the youth in 
‘China in the school committed to his over- 
sight. 


One of the objects which I have kept 
steadily in view, is the preparation of 
Christian juvenile books for the young. 


Such a literature, well done, would be one 
of the greatest boons to Chinese youth, as 
their simplest school-books are not sup- 
posed to be intelligible, even to teachers, 
without a commentary; it is much to be 
regretted that better books have never 
been prepared for the children of the 
“celestial” Empire. Easy lessons adapted 
to the comprehension of their tender age, 
would possess immense advantages over 
the books now in use among them; which 
are quite unintelligible until after years of 
most laborious study: add to this the al- 
most total deficiency of cither moral senti- 
ment or religious principles. The child’s 
mind is never once directed beyond the 
things of time and sense ; the immortality 
of the soul is never once alluded to; and 
while his opening thoughts and aspira- 
tions are stifled by the sole and over de- 
velopment of mere memory, and a thor- 
ough worldfiness engendered and fostered 
by a system of education which points to 
riches, and high station, as the supreme 
reward of educational or literary exer- 
tions, his morality, he is taught, consists 
in what they call * filial piety,” i. e., loy- 
alty to the Emperor’s edicts and laws ; 
beyond this, they do not pretend to go. 
It is said, “the heathen haye imagined a 
yain thing;” and is it not even so? 

By the advice of the Rt. Rey. Bishop, 
I have wholly devoted myself to the dili- 
gent study of the language, with the ex- 
ception of one hour a day, which I devote 
to a Bible-class of twelve boys: this I 
hope is useful to them, and also to myself, 
asit brings me in contact with the minds 
of Chinese youth, to whom, under your di- 
rection, and the blessing of God, I have 
dedicated my life. 

Judging from what I have been able 
to do, with the aid of my native teacher, 
for the last two months, I feel much en- 
couraged ; and doubt not that, with the 
blessing of God, I shall soon be enabled 
to acquire this difficult language and lit- 
erature with success. 

As yet, I have seen but little of Chinese 
habits, manners, and customs ; but this is 
all too well known to you to need any de- 
scription here. I will close with mercly 
adding, that as far as I have seen, they 
lack but the one thing needful to raise 
them very high in the scale of real great- 
ness. They have acute minds and many 
of the elements of civilization. They are 
not, indeed, the ideals, or realizations, of 
the charming descriptions drawn by the 


earliest Roman Catholic missionaries, of 
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a patriarchal people; but their natural 
abilities are such that, on no other ground 
than their want of the true religion, can 
their long stationary, or rather backward 
tendency be solved. 


The following extracts are from a more 
recent report of Mr. Doyen: 


Student life is necessarily “ still life ;” 
and hence my record of the last three 
months presents but an unvarying page ; 
though, from my peculiar position, I have 
been obliged to accustom myself to pass 
from action to study, and from study to 
active duties again, as much of the tempo- 
ral economy of the school passes through 
my hands. Since the Chinese are not in 
the least inclined to anything like promp- 
titude in business transactions, it is neces- 
sarily a severe tax upon one’s patience, 
especially to one who feels at all the pre- 
ciousness of time—and this I think I have 


good reason to feel, for I have three du- 


ties to perform at once, any one of which 
would be quite sufficient to occupy my 
undivided and constant attention. First, 
my theological studies, to which I devote 
my evenings; yet even then I am fre- 
quently interrupted, either by duties of 
charity or social intercourse ; add to this, 
that the study of the Chinese characters 
is very fatiguing to the sight, rendering 
night-study almost out of the question, 
and you may readily imagine that what I 
can accomplish in this department is pain- 
fully unsatisfactory. Secondly, I have a 
general supervision oyer the institution, 
which, as I just hinted, necessarily breaks 
up much of my time, and sadly hinders 
the concentration of mind so essential to 
solid study; besides this, I have two classes 
in English—of twenty boys; this is no 
sinecure. The Chinese are not a whit 
more ready in learning English than we 
are in acquiring Chinese. I need hardly 
enter into details with regard to my pu- 
pils; not, indeed, that I refrain from so 
doing becausé I feel ashamed of teaching 
reading and spelling to a class of little 
boys, but simply for the reason that it is 
a subject devoid of special interest at 
present. ‘Thirdly, the language is the 
study which the missionary must begin 
with the utmost assiduity, from the mo- 
ment his feet first press the shore of 
China till—when? He leaves the coun- 
try forever, or death releases him. There 
is literally no end of study for him. Forty 
thousand characters stare him in the face, 
while a knowledge of twenty thousand 
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would be considered prodigious, even for 
Chinese literati; and even ten thousand 
is above the ordinary amount of scholar- 
ship among them; while a foreigner who 
fairly gains a thorough acquaintance with 
five thousand is a rarity indeed. It is not 
my design to complain, or querulously to 
set forth my duties as something superhu- 
man. I merely wish to place before you 
my exact position, which is the end pro- 


posed in drawing up the quarterly re- 


ports. 

Among my other ayocations, I have not 
failed to study the character and disposi- 
tion of the Chinese. They fear nothing 
but the Emperor, and love nothing but 
money. ‘They are pliant and insolent; 
hence they must be governed, and held in 
with an “iron hand,” but “ gloved with 
velvet.” A Chinese school requires to be 
directed with extraordinary firmness ; and 
yet with a mildness and gentleness abso- 
lutely proof to attack, one must be perfect 
master of his passions among a people 
who pride themselves on this of all 
things, and yet who are absolutely indif- 
ferent to the things of eternity. “Cuz 
bono” is their supreme rule of life ; know- 
ledge that will enable them to increase 
their incomes, they seek with avidity ; 
knowledge for knowledge’s sake, they 
think supremely ridiculous—an idea well 
worthy of the “western Jews” And 
though education is very general as far 
as it extends—for Chinese education is 
either very limited or rather extensive— 
yet it is very rare to see a Chinese read- 
ing. Itis my design to attempt creating 
a taste for reading among our own people, 
which would soon render them superior 
to the heathen teachers, whom they highly 
respect for their attainments, yet who 
know nothing beyond their classics, which 
were written long before the Christian 
era; for this purpose I need juvenile 
books, especially illustrated ones, as they 
are much attracted by our beautiful en- 
grayings, so much superior to their own 
distortions. I feel no doubt of perfect 
success in this matter, as a lively interest 
is already excited among the boys, by the 
perusal of some volumes which I fortu- 
nately brought with me from America. 
Allow me to place before you an incident 
which illustrates the point in hand. Not 
long since, observing an unusual quiet in 
the two wings of the house devoted to 
the boys—for a Chinese school is a perfect 
uproar, as all the pupils recite and con 
over their tasks at the top of their voices, 


58 . 


no one heeding his neighbour in the least 
—forgetful of its being holiday, I stepped 
out of my room to learn the cause: judge 
of my surprise on beholding a Chinese 
reading aloud and translating to an ad- 
miring, or at least profoundly attentive 
audience, the “Wide, Wide World.” Sure- 
ly if the authoress could have seen their 
eager upturned faces, she would have for- 
gotten for a moment her triumph in the 
West, and thought of other conquests in 
the Hast! Ofcourse, this is not exactly the 
kind of literature which I would place 
in their hands. I want something more 
adapted to the young, and of a more de- 
cided religious and scientific character. 
I merely adduce this instance as an illus- 
tration, to show that a taste for reading 
can be formed among at least our own 
boys. 

I cannot close without expressing my 
joy and hope on haying been enabled, by 
the blessing of God, to prepare myself, 
somewhat successfully, for my post as su- 
perintendent ; hitherto I have had every- 
thing to begin; now I have everything to 
perfect, which may be a work of time; 
yet I feel saddened with anxiety at the 
present state of fearful disorder which 
prevails here. I merely advert to it, as 
you are, doubtless, made aware, by the 
public journals published in China, of the 
ruinous anarchy, and consequent distress, 
of this unhappy people—murdered on the 
one hand by the rebels, and plundered on 
the other by the Imperial army. Allow 
me to recommend them to your most fer- 
vent supplications at the throne of grace, 
as well as the good work which we have 
been chosen to perform among them. 

IT remain, very respectfully, yours. 


AFRICA. 


Journal of Rev. H. H. Messenger. 


Sunday, Aug. 26.—Felt considerably 
unwell after arriving yesterday at the sta- 
tion, Allowed Mr. Rambo to go alone 
to Nitie Lu and preach. Was only able 
to have a kind of Bible-class with the 
colonist’s workmen, P. M., while Mr. R. 
went to preach at Kreke. 

Aug. 27.—Mr. Rambo left for his home 
quite early. Went and examined the 
stream leading from along the north side 
of Mt. Gero to the river, to see what was 
the prospect of having a landing-place 
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near Kreke, and so find a way to the sta- 
tion without going up the rapids, which 
extended one and a half miles below the 
falls. The river being very low, there 
was but little water in the stream, and the 
prospect seemed not very good; although 
I saw that by cutting out a road, and com- 
ing up that as far as I could, I should 
make my place much more easily reached. 

Aug. 28.—Kanema having asked me to 
go ona tour to the northward, I thought 
it would be well enough to be getting ac- 
quainted with the people So I went, 
taking a colonist, (Diges,) for an interpre- 
ter. Walked rapidly to Sublake, as the 
road was good, but more slowly from there, 
as the road was bad. Passed the beauti- . 
ful stream Die, just beyond the town, and 
was charmed with the appearance of the 
excellence of the river, and its bottom 
land, for manufacturing and agricultural 
purposes. The whole of this bottom land 
seems to be the black detritus, which has 
washed down and lodged there. Just 
above one of these beautiful plains (where 
rice was cultivated, and so rank as to be 
all falling down), was a rushing, roaring 
waterfall. I went up and examined its 
numerous cascades, and the places where 
the currents of water were rushing furi- 
ously this way and that. In the space of 
two hundred yards, I judge the water falls 
forty feet. A natural dam is formed of 
the rocks at the top, so that with a very 
little labour, comparatively, any amount 
of power might be got for any purpose. 
It seems to be a place designed by nature 
for a very great use some day, when an 
enterprising and industrious people shall 
come and take possession of its immense 
advantages. Pussed through rice fields so 
extensive and fruitful as to wonder where 
it would all go to be consumed. At length 
reached Proro, a pretty good sized town, 
about one and a half miles from where I 
intended to go. Talked a little, and made 
a small present to the king (or head man). 
Got to Bawre, and put up with the head 
man there; met with so cordial a recep- 
tion that it is not necessary to enter into 
detail. By 11 o’clock at night, however, 
I was able to lie down on my blanket, 
which I spread over soft dry plantain 


_ leaves they provided for the purpose. 


Aug. 29.—Rose very early, and went 
out with a good number to shoot game. 
Saw a great many monkeys, but they 
kept on so high trees, and the jungle so 
unusually thick, that I got but three, 
which, however, were very large. I was 
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amused at the peculiar astonishment of 
the natives when I shot the first one. I 
was able to see him in a very high tree, 
through a small opening through the 
thick undergrowth below, and lying flat 
on my back, I pointed up and brought 
him down with a long, dashing, crashing 
through the limbs and leaves, and at last 
a heavy thump on the ground. It will 
doubtless grow into a fabulous story be- 
fore it travels to the most distant place 
where it will be told.. The reception I 
met when coming back to the town was 
so ridiculous that I cannot describe my 
riding above their heads, etc. The mon- 
keys, I would have all know, were entirely 
theirs. My part was the gratification of 
these people. They are yery fond of 
eating them; but they furnish me with 
plenty of ducks and chickens. To my sor- 
row, they were now so much interested in 
me, that they would not allow me to leave 


till the next day, without almost offence. 


So I felt obliged to remain over night. 
Aug. 30.—So many “ dashes” (gifts) of 
ducks, chickens, and goats, accumulated 
upon me, that the three men I had with 
me were not sufficient to carry them. So 
they themselves sent a man all the way, ten 
miles, home with me to help bring them. 
Found one of the shingle-makers awaiting 


me, and so went down to Didiebo with him’ 


_to see the shingles, and make arrangements 


to‘haye them brought out; also the plank 
not yet finished sawing. Succeeded in 
striking a bargain, after a considerable 
time, to have them bring all out of the 
woods and take them up in my large ca- 
noe to my landing-place at Kreke, at a 
cost of about eighteen dollars. 

Sunday, Sept. 2.—Went to both towns 
early and preached; but as is often the 
case, had but few hearers. Held a Bible- 
class of all te sawyers and others (seven 
in all), P. M.,and went again and preached 
in one of the towns at night. Had a much 
larger number present. 

Sept. 3.—Prepared some letters for par- 
ties in America. Went down to Yebo to 
get the balance of my old plank there. 
One of the boys I had was beaten for keep- 
ing his countryman’s canoe a little longer 
than the man was pleased at. My canoe 
was in use. 

Sept. 4.—Got some fine plantain scions 
and young orange trees and took up to 
Bohlen station to plant. Stopped on the 
way at three or four towns, and spoke to 
the people through Bayard, who went up 
with me. 
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Sept. 5.—Planted my scions myself, and 
had hard work of it. 

Sept. 6.—Planted some seeds, and clean- 
ed a path in front of mission house. Felt 
very tired at night. 

Sept. 7.—Was uncomfortable all day 
with a slight bilious attack. So much ex- 
posure in the sun seems unwise for me to 
give myself. 

Sept. 8—Felt better, and went to cut- 
ting out road to Kreke ; had considerable 
fever at night. 

Sunday, Sept. 9.—Was not able to go to 
Nitie. Brownell had about fifty to come 
to hear him. Had Bible-class, P. M., with 
seven or eight colonists and Brownell. 

Sept. 11. Had come down to Didiebo 
to go to Cayalla; but remained over to get 
the people to take up joists, so as not to 
delay the carpenters, who were going soon 
to raise the roof of the former parttof the 
house, and make addition to the western 
end, and put shed rooms on the north side. 
The Didiebo people seem to begin this 
work favourably. 

Sept. 12—Started early, and as the 
river had risen considerably since I went 
up, we had a good run and came through 
by daylight. Reached Cayalla before sup- 
per—bheing but about seven hours on the 
river—from ten miles below my landing- 
place. Came home this time with the in- 
tention of getting some trade goods, and 
also to move some of my things up. This 
occupied time. 

Sept. 20.—After getting things from 
Cape Palmas, and boxing up things, and 
finally getting all to Dima Lu, I started 
again for Webo. Had two canoes and so 
many things in them that I told my prin- 
cipal man they must not be taken out of 
the canoes, as it would be so much trouble ; 
some must watch at night. They thought 
they might as well go on then all the 
night; but becoming very tired, they 
thought it would be well to stop at Nyni- 
mo, which we reached at three, A.M. I 
crept into the colonist’s house, and got a 
pretty good sleep. 

Sept. 22.:—Started early, as I was anx- 
ious to get my things to my station; got 
all my effects to my new house, which I 
found raised with regard to the old roof, 
and the timbers of the new part. A heavy 
dashing rain blew through the whole 
house, drenching everythiog I had. Got 
nothing to eat till three, P. M.; felt sad at 
the state of things—the house so open; the 
daily rains so dreadful; and the Didiebo 
people not bringing out my stuff. Heard 
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of a horrible case of cannibalism recently 
committed. Some Webos had gone to the 
Tuo country to lie in ambush and kill 
some who were attending palm trees for 
the wine. They passed a number and did 
not know it; when they fired and wished 
to run back. One Webo man was caught, 
taken to the Tuo’s town, his arms and legs 
cut off, and roasted and eaten before his 
eyes. Afterward he was killed and eaten. 

Sunday, Sept. 23.—Preached to a pretty 
good audience in Nitie at seven in the 
morning, so as to get them before they 
should go away from town. After return- 
ing, a far heavier rain than that of the day 
before wet all my boxes, and there was no 
keeping anything dry. A hole had to be 
bored through the upper floor to let down 
the great amount of water collected there. 
Oh, that my house was fixed and ready! 

Sept. 24.—Find that the river is so swol- 
len since the rains haye set in, that the 
stream below Kreke will admit a canoe to 
come up close to the town. Was about 
setting in to make a good wide road, but 
heavy rains kept all within. 

Sept. 25.—Got something done upon the 
road, but had thunder showers; the first 
thunder I’ve heard for some months. 

Sept. 26.—Got something more done to 
the road, but caught an awful wetting. A 
beautiful rainbow afterward seemed to 
promise good to me and all the people 
around me. God is willing to save. 

Sept. 27.—Went down to Didiebo; no 
shingles brought out of the woods yet. 
How trying my condition—my house all 
open—so much done witb the calculation 
of getting shingles to shut all in at once. 
Let the Grebo men I had brought up go 
home,‘and remained to attend to this work. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Pastor Harms, of Hermannsburg. 


Tue railway from Hanover to Harburg 
runs through a dull, uniform level, where 
one look from the carriage window reveals 
the same scenery as another—fields of 
thin grass, clumps of trees, a sandy soil 
ploughed lighly in narrow furrows, and 
occasional tracts of moor or down. The 
country is thinly peopled, and almost en- 
tirely by small yeomen and peasants. 

One of these villages, called Hermanns- 
burg, may be taken for a picture of the 
rest, It consists of an irregular street of 
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pretty cottages, divided into two parts by 
the little river Oerze, well sheltered by 
noble trees, and crowned by the wooden 
spire of its church. The cottages lie far 
apart, with their gardens between, little 
by-paths running from one to the other. 
Every house has the galloping horse of 
the old Saxons, or at least his head, 
perched upon the gable; within there is 
roominess and comfort, and that indefina- 
ble homeliness which is so rare out of 
Great Britain. In this particular village 
there are none of those miserable hovels 
at the outskirts that offend the eye else- 
where; there are no beggars, no rough or 
vagrant loungers about the streets, nor 
any ragged children toddling out of sank 
doorways to hunt up the stranger. So far, 
however, it is exceptional, and owes its 
immunity to a more powerful agency than 
local character. 

About twelve years ago, a new clergy- 
man came to the parish, and it is since 
then that people have begun to talk of the 
Lineberger Heath. He was a Hermanns- 
burger himself, and the son of its former 
pastor. Bred upon the Heath, it seems to 
have exerted the same influence over him 
as over the rest, and his character has all 
the freedom, sturdinéss, and power of self- 
containment of the district, as well as 
other traits as marked. When a boy, his 
great pleasure was to roam over the 
downs, and through the deep woods, Taci- 
tus in hand, and to read his vivid descrip- 
tions of the old German tribes, and their 
ways, recalling about him on the spot 
every feature of the past. Many stories 
are told of his independence when a stu- 
dent, and even as a candidat, and the diffi- 
culty he sometimes got into with professors 
and ecclesiastical boards, by his bold and 
to him necessary self-assertion. He was a 
hard reader, and an honfst and steady 
thinker—a man to succeed and be held in 
esteem, and to whom university life must 
have been dear; but, as he says, “lama 
Liineburger, body and soul, and there is 
not a country in the world that I would 
put before the Liineburger Heath; and 
next to being a Liineburger, I am a Her- 
mannsburger, and I hold that Hermanns- 
burg is the best and prettiest village in 
the Heath.” And so before his father 
died, he came to assist him in his cure. It 
was only a year or two, when, in 1848, he 
was left alone. From this time he entered 
with all his heart on the singular labours 
which have occupied him incessantly ever 
since. He would have made an admirag 
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ble antiquarian rector in England. A 
book-worm by nature, his delight is to 
root out the moth-eaten parchments of 
some village church, and pore through 
them for a hint of the old doings in his 

arish, or any parish in the district. He 
is indefatigable in his exhumations, and 
there is now scarcely a spot with which 
he has not connected some story out of 
the ninth and tenth centuries. He would 
also have made, like most antiquarians, an 
excellent churchman. His church is as 
dear and sacred to him as his mother; he 
lives for its order and purity; he loves to 
restore its ancient old usages, such as the 
currende, or singing-boys, who are trained 
in the village schoo], and go round the 
neighbourhood chanting Christmas and 
Easter hymns at every house, A scholar, 
and a man of courtesy and refinement, he 
also considers himself one of the people, 
never raises himself above their capacity, 
speaks with them, and even preaches in 
their own dialect, and lives among them 
as a brother or a father. Te is an origi- 
nal thinker and an eloquent speaker ; elo- 
quent by saying the true thing in the right 

hrases, and with the proper feeling, not 
by words, but by simplicity and truth. 
And he has a healthy and overflowing 
humor, that is quite irrepressible, delight-* 
fully quaint, naive, and shrewd. I men- 
tion these traits, b@cause they help one to 
a better understanding of his work, of the 
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self-sacrifice and qualifications that it re- 
quired. But that which alone qualified 
him for it in any fit sense, was his exceed- 
ing, faith in God; the nearness and per- 
fect confidence of his relation to God ; the 
character of his spiritual intercourse, 
which is a perpetual and most deep com- 
munion with Jesus; the profoundness and 
humility of his spiritual knowledge ; the 
utter earnestness and consecration of the 
man ; and the real strength and beauty of 
his life. Like any other child of God, he 
has become a power in the world, by giv- 
ing himself up to the power of God; for 
in proportion as Christ is in the believer, 
so is He the power of God in him. 

Tio found the village and the neighbour- 
hood very different from what they are 
now. ‘There was always considerable 
orthodoxy in Ianoyver, but it was ortho- 
doxy of the Church, and not of the Spirit ; 
is was quite as powerless for good, and 


‘quite as hurtful to the people, as Ration- 


alism, which was dominant elsewhere. It 
was only one phase of the common death 
that had overspread Germany. When the 
ministry is frigid and careless, it is natural 
that the people will be frigid and careless, 
and live without much thought, but how 
to make the best of the world that lies 
next them. ‘There is little Christian life 
in Hanover even yet; it may be imagined 


what it was twenty years ago. 


(To be continued.) 


ABRIDGED STATISTICAL VIEW 


Of Part of the Missions of the Church Missionary Society. 


From the Report of said Society for 1860. 


WEST AFRICA. 


Srerra LEeoNrE—Commenced in 1816. 
Number of St tions, 14. 

European, 8; Native, 15. 

Yorusa—Abbeokuta District—Commenced in 1846. 


Number of Stations, 6. 
Communicants, 676, 


Missionaries: Buropean, 4; 
Native Communicants, 3,840. 


Missionaries: European, 5; Native, 2. 


Native and Country-born, 9. Teachers: 


Teachers, 6; Native, 30. Native 


WESTERN INDIA, 
Bompay, &c.—Commenced at various dates, from 1820 to 1850, 


Number of Stations, T. 


Missionaries: European, 14; Native and Country-born, 5. Teachers: European) 


2; Ka t Indian and Country-born, 2; Native, 38. Native Communicants, 108. 


SOUTH INDIA. 
Mapras. &c.—Commenced at various dates, from 1815 to 1841. 


‘tate ? issi ries : ropes c i -born, 25, Teachers: Euro™ 
Number of Stations, 27, Missionaries: European, 31; Native and Country F ¢ 
; as. Hast Indian and Country-born,6 ; Native, 762, Native Communicants, 6,051. 


NORTH INDIA. 
Catcurra, & —Commenced at various dates, from 1816 to 1852. 


Number of Stations, 29. 
pean, 3; 


Missionaries: European, 54; Native and Country-born, 4. Teachers: Euros 
Wa-t Indian and Country-born, 2; Native, 391. 


Native Communicants, 900, 
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CEYLON. 
Coromso, &.—Commenced at various dates, from 1817 to 1850. 
i of Stations,7. Missionaries: European, 10; Native and Country-born, 2. Teachers: European, 


; Native, 193. Native Communicants, 541, 


CHINA. 
Fun-Cuav, &c.—Commenced at various dates, from 1845 to 1850, 
Number of Stations, 3. Missionaries: European, 8. Native Teachers, 9. Native Communicants, 69. 


NEW ZEALAND. 
SEVERAL DISTRICTS. 


Number of, Stations, 22. Missionaries’: European, 24; Native and adap Slat 2. Teachers: Kuro- 
pean, 4; Native, 565. Native Communicants, 6, 582. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


Bisnor Boons, in a letter dated Shanghai, Nov. 7, 1860, says: ‘Since 
I last wrote, many noteworthy events have occurred. First, through 
God’s blessing, we have peace once more. You will have heard of this 
through the papers long before this reaches you, but I cannot pass it 
over without recording my hearty thanks to God therefor. We have 
not yet heard what the French settlement is. ‘The English have 
exchanged the treaty of Tien-Sing, which goes into operation at once, 
and have added a convention of Peking, which seems to be, under the 
circumstances of the case, upon the whole, moderate. But it will be a 
long time before the soreness will wear off from the minds of the people 
at the North; and the Court will not easily forget how"this treaty has 
been obtained. Yet God will overrule all for the accomplishment of his 
own purposes. The Rebels have left us in quiet now for some months, 
but the effects of their devastation are left with us, in thousands of poor, 
houseless, starving wretches. On the 28th of October, I ordained, in 
our school chapel, Messrs. Scherechewsky, Thomson, and Smith, priests. 
The cceasion was a very interesting one to us all. Mr. Syle preached the 
ordination sermon; Mr. Keith presented the candidates; and both he 
and Mr. Syle assisted in the laying on of hands. We find our Mission 
very much strengthened by the addition of these threé presbyters.” 


Tun Rev. Mr. Yocom and Mrs. Yocom have been compelled by failing 
health to retire from the Mission in China. They left Shanghai in No- 
vember, on their way to the United States. 


Tae Rev. Mr. Honpen, who sailed for Brazil in November last, reached 
his destination after a favourable voyage. The accounts received from 
him are very encouraging. 
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Fairfax Co, o RE Ree, akolan gene: ‘: Piero St. Pauls, tic. clussecessce 2 DO meeomey 

satticin sone pretense) winionstdierel erat aia 00 i 

Hatifac C6. —From Dr. Faulkner, for ies 
BEET Giese vio scheme ee ores 5 00 Savings of a Little Girl, for Af....... 3 75 

sf Pike Powers, Esq., for DVRS geet .5 00 SOUR ReN cl iO RUA EY? 1 he is oteresose ie ln cY AR -++.100 C0 
_Hanover Co.—Immanuel, for China ‘In Answer to the Epiphany Appeal” 4 ef 

“s AUULGLEA Ti ratalcle’ Note vaiaie\e, ten demos 5 00 Frompvirs) Gif. SWisner. js... s.0faeeen 

St. Paul’s, for China and Af.... 20 00 “ “A Daughter of the Church”... H 00 114 75 

“Beaver Dam Depot, for China, ae 

janoveh Reve Ns... eee 50 00 $3,659 40 
Lunenburg Co.—Mrs. Ann 8. Neblett. 15 00 Amount previously acknowledged 5,027 56 
Marion Co., Fairmount.—Christ Ch., = 

POV CAL sia/sthivlesn)elsinel sivivieie sie vaiegieres POIOD Total since October Ist, 1860..... $8 686 96 


